OREGON CODE ADVANCES: RAIN
SCREENS NOW REQUIRED
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CHARLOTTE, NC [October 23, 2017] Between Oct. 1, 2016 and the
end of April 2017, Portland, Oregon, experienced more than 145 days
of rain, equaling 45.5 inches (AP). Building code requirements vary
across the United States, and in Oregon, rain screens have become a
major topic of conversation due to the wet weather. After meeting
structural requirements, water management in exteriors has
established itself as a top priority, especially in wet climates.
Residential builds in Oregon are now required to have rain screens, in
addition to a water-resistive barrier, with the state’s unprecedented
adoption of the 2014 Oregon State Residential Specialty Code Section
R703.1.
To help prevent issues like mold, rain screens are installed behind the
cladding to direct water down and out quickly instead of keeping it in
the walls. Rain screens are typically achieved by installing furring strips
or some other means to achieve a drainage space between the
exterior cladding and water-resistive barrier.
“In wet climates like those in Oregon, drainage is imperative to the
long-term health and durability of a building,” said Kurt Koch, vice
president of product innovation and engineering at Huber Engineered
Woods LLC. “Managing moisture and airflow correctly in the exterior
wall assembly is critical to helping structures last longer and stand up
to inclement weather.”
There is an exception to the requirement for a rain screen. The
additional step of creating a gap between the cladding and WRB can
be eliminated if the WRB is manufactured in a manner that results in
75 percent or greater drainage efficiency, in accordance with ASTM
2273. ZIP System® sheathing and tape is an alternative to traditional
sheathing and housewrap that helps Oregon builders comply with code

requirements by streamlining materials and installation. The unique
built-in water-resistive barrier integrated onto the ZIP System®
sheathing surface achieves greater than 90 percent drainage
efficiency, according to third-party report UEL-5010 publishing ZIP
System sheathing compliance with ASTM E2273 requirements.
“Inspectors aren’t only looking at WRB installation (IRC R703.2), but
also drainage efficiency, and that means more time and money are at
stake,” added Brent Flotkoetter, general manager of ZIP System
products. “By using high-quality products that meet or exceed code
requirements using a minimal number of steps, builders will be able to
stay ahead of the code and the competition.”
ZIP System sheathing and tape includes taped panel seams using
advanced acrylic ZIP System™ tape. The system creates not only a
Structural 1-rated wall assembly with an enhanced drainage plane, but
also a continuous rigid air barrier all in two easy steps: hang the panels
and tape the seams.
For more information about ZIP System sheathing and tape, visit
ZIPsystemRevolution.com.
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About Huber Engineered Woods
Huber Engineered Woods LLC continually strives to create innovative products that
suit customers’ needs. Specialty products AdvanTech® flooring and sheathing,
AdvanTech™ subfloor adhesive, ZIP System® wall and ZIP System® roof products,
ZIP System™ tape and ZIP System™ stretch tape each deliver outstanding
performance, easy installation and great strength in single-family, multifamily and light
commercial projects. Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Huber Engineered Woods has
manufacturing operations in Maine, Georgia, Virginia, Tennessee and Oklahoma, as
well as research and development facilities in Georgia. Huber Engineered Woods also
serves industrial markets with products for door manufacturers and the transportation
industry.
For more information, visit HuberWood.com.

About J.M. Huber Corporation
J.M. Huber Corporation, headquartered in Edison, New Jersey (U.S.), operates a
portfolio of companies with a focus on its core engineered materials businesses.
Founded in 1883, today Huber is one of the largest family-owned companies in the
United States. The diversified, multinational company creates products that are used
in a broad range of consumer and industrial applications, personal care, food,
beverage, pharmaceuticals and building materials.
For more information, visit Huber.com.
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